
 

 

Holy Week Series 
Maundy Thursday:  Judas Iscariot 

 



 

Should I Take Communion Tonight? 

In the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (also known as Holy Communion), our Lord Jesus  
Christ gives us his own body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. His living presence brings salvation and 
strength for the new life in Him. As Christians partake of this sacrament together, they make a solemn public 
confession of Christ and of unity in the truth of His Gospel. We therefore invite all who share the confession of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to participate in the blessings of the Lord’s Supper and make this public 
confession with us. All who plan to come to the Lord’s Table should examine themselves as the apostle Paul 
urges in 1 Corinthians 11. We are to see whether: 

• we are sorry for our sins 

• we believe in our Savior Jesus and in His words in the Sacrament 

• we plan, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to change our sinful lives 
 Our desire is not to exclude anyone from this sacrament, but to make a witness to our unity in the true faith. 
For that reason, we respectfully request that you would refrain from participating in the Lord’s Supper today if 
you: 

• are not sure what it means 

• are unforgiving, refusing to be reconciled with someone 

• have not been instructed in the Lutheran faith 

• hold to the teachings of another denomination 
 
We make such a request because we are concerned for your well-being. The Bible teaches that “anyone who 
eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself” (1 Corinthians 
11: 27—29). In Christian love for our neighbor, we do not want anyone to participate in this sacrament to his 
or her spiritual harm. In the Lutheran Church, we are united in the belief that when Jesus says, “This is my 
body…This is my blood” (Matthew 26: 26, 28), He is speaking the truth. In faith we “recognize the body of the 
Lord.” To participate without doing so is spiritually damaging. 

Holy Scripture also records Jesus saying, “If you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive 
your sins” (Matthew 6: 15). We are not allowed to help ourselves to God’s forgiveness while planning to 
withhold it from our neighbor. This attitude reveals that one does not really believe that God has granted 
forgiveness in Jesus Christ. 

Further, the Bible informs us that “Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11: 26). While the Lord’s Supper is a personal matter, it is not private. 
Participation in the Lord’s Supper at this altar is a public act. By participating, one says, “I believe as you 
believe.” In order to say that with integrity, it is necessary to know Lutheran teaching. Our pastor would be 
happy to assist you in gaining this knowledge through classes or in personal instruction in the Word of God.  

Finally, denominational and doctrinal differences matter. The Bible teaches that the earliest Christians 
“devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” 
(Acts 2: 42). Communicating the message of Jesus Christ correctly was a top priority of the early Church. It is a 
sad reality that today there are serious divisions within the Christian Church over matters of doctrine. We 
cannot pretend to judge the hearts of individual Christians. Neither can we pretend that differences in 
denominational teaching are unimportant. These doctrinal differences have real-life consequences in faith and 
practice. Again, our desire is not to exclude anyone from this sacrament, but to make a witness to our unity in 
the true faith. 
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INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 

C Amen. 
 

P As we continue our Lenten journey, we focus on the night when 

Jesus was betrayed 

C We find Jesus’ betrayer, Judas. 
 

P Satan leads Judas to this grave sin. 

C Judas, the thief, betrays Jesus for money. 
 

P Judas is not the only guilty person at the table 

C All the disciples abandon Jesus. 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

P Even as Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness, life, 

and salvation of His disciples, they all still fail Him. Even though 

we receive the Lord’s Supper regularly for our forgiveness, life, 

and salvation, we still fail Jesus as well. But our heavenly Father 

invites us to come to Him with repentant hearts, seeking 

forgiveness. 

C Heavenly Father, we have betrayed You in our thoughts, words, 

and actions. We have pursued other things as being more 

important than You. Forgive us, Lord, on account of Jesus. 
 

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 



C Amen. 
 

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness 

but God's? 

C Yes. 
 

P Though we abandon and betray our Lord, He never abandons or 

betrays us. Jesus Christ has taken away your sins and failures by 

His death and resurrection. Let it be done for you as you believe. 

In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  We are welcomed and forgiven because of Jesus. 
 

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and 

may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He 

will surely do it. Go in † peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit↓ 

HYMN:  629 LSB  “What Is This Bread”  

 

 



 

 
 

Text: Frederic W. Baue, 1946  Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, 1951 

Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004489 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray:  Lord Jesus Christ, You endured betrayal and 

abandonment on the road to the cross. Strengthen us, through 

Your Word and Sacraments, to be faithful witnesses of Your 

resurrection to the world; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Exodus 12:1-14 
 

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This 

month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first 

month of the year for you. 3Tell all the congregation of Israel that 

on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb 

according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if 

the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest 

neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according 



to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5Your 

lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it 

from the sheep or from the goats, 6and you shall keep it until the 

fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the 

congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 

doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They 

shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened 

bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do not eat any of it raw or 

boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner 

parts. 10And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; 

anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11In this 

manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on 

your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. 

It is the LORD’s Passover. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt 

that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 

judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on 

the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 

over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I 

strike the land of Egypt. 
14“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it 

as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute 

forever, you shall keep it as a feast.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
 

EPISTLE READING:  1 Corinthians 11:23-32 
 



23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the 

Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body 

which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way 

also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink 

the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 

an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and 

blood of the Lord. 28Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat 

of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks 

without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
30That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 
31But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32But 

when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may 

not be condemned along with the world. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
 

Stand ↑ 

GOSPEL READING: John 13:21-30 
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

21After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and 

testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 
22The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he spoke. 
23One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table 



close to Jesus, 24so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of 

whom he was speaking. 25So that disciple, leaning back against 

Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?” 26Jesus answered, “It is he to 

whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So 

when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of 

Simon Iscariot. 27Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered 

into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 
28Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 29Some 

thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling 

him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give 

something to the poor. 30So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he 

immediately went out. And it was night. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 
 

NICENE CREED:  
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 

made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He 

suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory 



to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit↓ 

SERMON HYMN: 620 LSB “Jesus Comes Today with Healing” 

 

 

 



 
 

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 

    Bidden by His gracious call. 

Wedding garments He provides me, 

With a robe of white He hides me, 

    Fits me for the royal hall. 
 

6 Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 

    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 

God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

Cleanses me from sin and error, 

    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 
Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960 

Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004489 

Tune: Public domain 
 

THE MESSAGE:  “People of Jesus’ Passion: Judas Iscariot” 

      Pastor Sundbom          
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PRAYERS: 
 

P Let us pray to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world.  Lord Jesus Christ, 

You are the hope of the world. Be present with all those who 



suffer the attacks of Satan. Defend and protect them so that they 

would not despair but always find their hope in You. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord Jesus Christ, You are the bread of life. Encourage all of us 

who receive Your body and blood for our forgiveness today that 

we might receive this gift faithfully. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Good Shepherd and the door for 

the sheep. Continue to seek Your lost sheep and strengthen us 

to join You in bringing back those who have wandered from 

You, so they might again know the joys of Your salvation and 

forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord Jesus Christ, You are the way, the truth, and the life. 

Forgive us when we seek to define our lives in any way other 

than in You. Lead us on the way to the cross, in Your 

everlasting truth, to life eternal. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Vine, and we are the branches; 

apart from You we can do nothing. Increase our dependence 

upon You, so that we might bear much fruit. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P You make us one in the body and blood of Christ, O Lord. Let 

both our individual prayers and these prayers of our 

worshiping community rise to You, for You promise to hear 



them and to give us what is good, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT: 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And also with you.  

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross 

that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and that 

the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might 

likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
 

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:  heaven and 

earth are full of you glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is 



He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 

highest 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 

Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by 

the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory Forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it 

to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body, which is 

given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all 

of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of your sins.  This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI – The Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit↓ 

DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN:  628 LSB “Your Table I Approach” 

 

 
 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament Raise doubt within my mind. 
 



6 Oh, may I never fail To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, O God, my peace and light. 
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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CONCUDING PRAYER: 
 

P Let us pray. O God the Father, the fount and source of all 

goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son 

into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 

pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We ask You not to forsake 

Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 

Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION:   
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING:  “Benediction”  Choir 
 

Sit↓ 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR: 
 

It is the night in which our Savior was betrayed. We remove the appointments of the chancel to 

symbolize the abuse He received. The candles shine no more as the Light of the World is taken to 

His death, the books are closed as the Word is silenced for a time, the paraments on the altar are 

removed as our Lord’s body is laid bare, and the altar is left alone for the sacrifice to be 

remembered tomorrow.  As this takes place, we hear Psalm 22 being read—a Psalm that 



anticipated the crucifixion of Jesus centuries before crucifixion was invented.  We marvel at the 

love of Christ, whose body was broken and whose blood was shed for the forgiveness of all our 

sins. 

 

Those Who Serve This Evening: 
Proclaimer:   Pastor Paul Sundbom 

Organist:   Matt Chaffe 

Special Music:   Choir 

 

St. Paul’s Holy Week Schedule 
“Witnesses to Christ—People from His Passion” 

Good Friday:  April 15th - John, the Gospel Writer, Pastor Sundbom 
Easter Vigil:  April 16th - Worship Service with Communion 6:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday:  April 17th - Mary Magdalene, Pastor Sundbom – Communion celebrated 

 
 

 

 

 


