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Should I Take Communion Today? 

In the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (also known as Holy Communion), our Lord Jesus  
Christ gives us his own body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. His living presence brings 
salvation and strength for the new life in Him. As Christians partake of this sacrament together, they 
make a solemn public confession of Christ and of unity in the truth of His Gospel. We     therefore invite 
all who share the confession of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to participate in the blessings of 
the Lord’s Supper and make this public confession with us. All who plan to come to the Lord’s Table 
should examine themselves as the apostle Paul urges in 1 Corinthians 11. We are to see whether: 

• we are sorry for our sins 

• we believe in our Savior Jesus and in His words in the Sacrament 

• we plan, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to change our sinful lives 

Our desire is not to exclude anyone from this sacrament, but to make a witness to our unity in the true 
faith. For that reason, we respectfully request that you would refrain from participating in the Lord’s 
Supper today if you: 

• are not sure what it means 

• are unforgiving, refusing to be reconciled with someone 

• have not been instructed in the Lutheran faith 

• hold to the teachings of another denomination 

We make such a request because we are concerned for your well-being. The Bible teaches that 
“anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 
himself” (1 Corinthians 11: 27—29). In Christian love for our neighbor, we do not want anyone to 
participate in this sacrament to his or her spiritual harm. In the Lutheran Church, we are united in the 
belief that when Jesus says, “This is my body…This is my blood” (Matthew 26: 26, 28), He is speaking 
the truth. In faith we “recognize the body of the Lord.” To participate without doing so is spiritually 
damaging. 

Holy Scripture also records Jesus saying, “If you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not 
forgive your sins” (Matthew 6: 15). We are not allowed to help ourselves to God’s forgiveness while 
planning to withhold it from our neighbor. This attitude reveals that one does not really believe that 
God has granted forgiveness in Jesus Christ. 

Further, the Bible informs us that “Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11: 26). While the Lord’s Supper is a personal matter, it is 
not private. Participation in the Lord’s Supper at this altar is a public act. By participating, one says, “I 
believe as you believe.” In order to say that with integrity, it is necessary to know Lutheran teaching. 
Our pastor would be happy to assist you in gaining this knowledge through classes or in personal 
instruction in the Word of God.  

Finally, denominational and doctrinal differences matter. The Bible teaches that the earliest 
Christians “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer” (Acts 2: 42). Communicating the message of Jesus Christ correctly was a top 
priority of the early Church. It is a sad reality that today there are serious divisions within the Christian 
Church over matters of doctrine. We cannot pretend to judge the hearts of individual Christians. 
Neither can we pretend that differences in denominational teaching are unimportant. These doctrinal 
differences have real-life consequences in faith and practice. Again, our desire is not to exclude anyone 
from this sacrament, but to make a witness to our unity in the true faith. 

 



 
 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
April 23 & 24, 2022 

Divine Service, Setting Four 
 

OPENING HYMN    

465 LSB “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

∆ = Stand 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004489 

Tune: Public domain 
 

Stand ↑  

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P In the name of the Father of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

C who made heaven and earth 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 

our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 

we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people 

let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 



 
 

lead us to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

INTROIT (spoken responsively 
 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it 

you may grow up to salvation— 

 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

 tell of all his wondrous works! 

Glory in his holy name; 

 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

Seek the LORD and his strength; 

 seek his presence continually! 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 

 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered. 

He remembers his covenant forever, 

 the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 



 
 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it 

you may grow up to salvation— 

 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 

KYRIE – Lord Have Mercy  

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS- Glory to God in the Highest 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

PRAYER (Collect) OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with You 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

C Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s 

resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and 

conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Sit↓ 

FIRST READING     Acts 5:12–32 
 

 12Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the 

people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in 

Solomon’s Portico. 13None of the rest dared join them, but the 

people held them in high esteem. 14And more than ever believers 

were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15so 

that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on 

cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall 

on some of them. 16The people also gathered from the towns 

around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with 

unclean spirits, and they were all healed. 

 17But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, 

the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18they arrested 

the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19But during the 

night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought 

them out, and said, 20“Go and stand in the temple and speak to the 



 
 

people all the words of this Life.” 21And when they heard this, they 

entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. 

 Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, 

they called together the council and all the senate of Israel and sent 

to the prison to have them brought. 22But when the officers came, 

they did not find them in the prison, so they returned and reported, 
23“We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at 

the doors, but when we opened them we found no one inside.” 
24Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard 

these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering 

what this would come to. 25And someone came and told them, 

“Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the 

temple and teaching the people.” 26Then the captain with the 

officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were 

afraid of being stoned by the people. 

 27And when they had brought them, they set them before the 

council. And the high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We strictly 

charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled 

Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s 

blood upon us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must 

obey God rather than men. 30The God of our fathers raised Jesus, 

whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at 

his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel 

and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and 

so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Man of Sorrows”  Erin Cardina 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING     Revelation 1:4–18 
 

 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is 

to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and 

from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and 

the ruler of kings on earth. 

 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 
6and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be 

glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Behold, he is coming 

with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced 

him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. 

Amen. 

 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and 

who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

 9I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the  

kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the 

island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the 

testimony of Jesus. 10I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard 

behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11saying, “Write what you see 

in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to 

Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to 

Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 

 12Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on 

turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 13and in the midst of the 

lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with 

a golden sash around his chest. 14The hairs of his head were white 



 
 

like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15his 

feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice 

was like the roar of many waters. 16In his right hand he held seven 

stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face 

was like the sun shining in full strength. 

 17When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his 

right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18and 

the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have 

the keys of Death and Hades. 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand ↑ 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL READING     John 20:19–31 
 



 
 

P The Holy Gospel according St. John, the 20th Chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord 
 

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors 

being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 

you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus 

said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 

even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 

you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 

forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 

 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 

seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the 

mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails,  

and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas 

was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out 

your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to 

him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that 



 
 

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to You, O Christ 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 

was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 

made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 

will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 



 
 

Sit↓ 

SERMON HYMN    
470 LSB “O Sons and Daughters of the King” Vv. 1, 4–8 

 

 

 
 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

8 How blest are they who have not seen 

And yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall win. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 



 
 

MESSAGE  “Believing is Seeing”  John 20:19-31 
Pastor Paul Sundbom 

 

Stand ↑ 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
(each petition concludes) 

P Lord, in your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You 

so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give 

thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 

Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 

Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 

reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 



 
 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, 

He has redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His 

resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in Him. 

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating 

His body given into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out 



 
 

for our salvation until we pass through death to the promised land 

of life eternal. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory Forever 

and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI The Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI Lamb of God 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit↓ 

DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN  563 LSB “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” 

 

 



 
 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 
 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Stand ↑ 

NUNC DIMITTIS Song of Simeon 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

P Let us pray….  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have 

given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of 

Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 

throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His 

coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P Let us bless the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 



 
 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit↓ 

CLOSING HYMN 464 LSB “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done” 

 

 

 

 
Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, Köln; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909, alt. 

Tune: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, c. 1525–1594, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
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Those Who Serve This Weekend 
Proclaimer:  Pastor Paul Sundbom 

Organist:  Matt Chaffe 

Special Music: Erin Cardina 

Counters:  Terry Wakelee, Connie Concoby, Dennis Concoby 

 

In Our Prayers This Week 
Audrey Butzin, Harold & Margie (Pete) Dennison, Casey DeRito, Cheryl 

deWit, David Fekete, Becky Janouskocev, Andy Kujala, Eddie Kujala, Judy 

Ladany, Brenda Lawson, Kay Lucas, Harriett McConnell, Bradley and Lisa 

Miller, Gayle Morgan, Diane Rothaermel, Marie Rusnak, Norm Salminen, 

Marlyss Sekki, Michelle Szoradi, Shut-ins: Noel Benoit 

 

Attendance & Contributions 
Worship Attendance (Apr 14, 2022):  30 

 (Apr 15, 2022):  34 

 (Apr 16 & 17, 2022):  78 

Weekly Financial Update: Budget Actual Over / (Under) 

Last Week (Apr 17) 3,400 4,361 961 

Year-to-date (42 Weeks) 142,800 145,045 2,245 

 

Calendar for the Week of Apr 25 – May 1 
Wednesday 27 – Women’s Bible Study 6:30 pm 

Saturday 30 – Worship Service 6:00 pm 

Sunday 1 – Adult Bible Study 8:30 am 

 Worship Service 9:30 am 



 
 

 Children’s Sunday School 10:45 am 

 Adult Bible Study 10:45 am 

 

Announcements 
 

LWML April Mite Giving 
Our mite giving for the month of April was $74.73 

 

LWML Women’s Quarterly  
The Summer 2022 edition of the LWML Lutheran Women’s Quarterly Ohio District Edition is 

now available. Copies can be found on the Friendship Circle table. 

 

LWML Spring Rally 
The Northeast Zone Spring Rally will be held on Saturday, May 7, 2022 at Zion Lutheran 

Church (508 Mentor Avenue, Painesville). Registration and coffee time begin at 9:30 AM. The 

program and business meeting begin at 10 AM. Guest Speaker, Christine Woolf, will present 

the program: "Healing and Restoration through Jesus" based on the story of Lazarus (John 11). 

The ingathering is for the "Street Ministry" of Trinity Lutheran Church, Ohio City. (Single 

serve, easy to open items: Tuna/Chicken in packets; Any brand Cheese/cracker or Peanut 

Butter/Cracker packages; Healthy snack or breakfast bars; sealable sandwich bags) 
 

A light lunch will be provided. The cost is $6.00. Please sign up on the Friendship Circle board 

if you plan to attend by Sunday, April 24. NOTE: If you would like to contribute an 

ingathering item, but can’t attend the event, there is a box on the Friendship Circle table in 

which to deposit the item(s). 
 

Easter Flowers 
Thank you to all of those who allowed the congregation to enjoy the beautiful flowers Easter 

Sunday. Please feel free to take them home. 

 

2022-2023 Preschool Registration 
Registration for the 2022-2023 preschool year is open and classes are filling up fast. 

Registration forms can be found in the magazine rack at the back of the sanctuary by the double 

doors. If you know someone who may be interested in classes at St. Paul’s Preschool please 

take a registration form and pass it along. If you have any questions please contact preschool 

director Amy Marizek at 440-354-3000. 

 



 
 

OUR SHEPHERD GOLF OUTING 
The annual golf outing fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday, June 11, 2022. Registration forms 

and information should be available at your church, at the school and on the school website - 

www.oslpainesville.org, if you would like to golf in the event.  If you are not a golfer we invite 

congregation members to be a sponsor or make any monetary donation to offset the cost of 

outing. This is the only major fundraiser of the year for Our Shepherd. We are raising money 

for a new sound system to be used for the talent show, fine arts program and chapel services. 

We thank you for your prayers and support. For questions or more information email 

jdrake@oslpainesville.org. 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Please reserve time on May 15th 2022 at 10:45am to attend the St. Paul's Congregational 

Meeting. We value every members thoughts, ideas, and opinions, and we need Congregation 

participation to ensure we have a quorum in order to pass our minutes and resolutions. Also 

please prayerfully consider running for a position on the Church Council. The following 

positions are up for election this May: President, Vice President, Secretary, Financial Secretary, 

Stewardship, Education, Preschool Chairmen, 2 Pre-School Board positions. If you are willing 

to serve in one of these positions please contact Aaron Lindrose or any Board Member. 

 

Rummage Sale 
Zion Lutheran Church in Painesville is hosting a Rummage and Bake Sale Saturday, April 23 

from 9 am to 2:00 pm. All proceeds benefit Birthright Lake, Inc. If you would like to donate 

items, they can be dropped off on Friday, April 22 between 4 pm and 8 pm. Commonly donated 

items include: clothing, coats, shoes, purses, jewelry, linens, baby items, toys, housewares, 

books CD’s, DVD’s, tools, working small appliances, etc. Also needed are donations of your 

delicious baked goods. NO large furniture, large exercise equipment large appliances please! 

Tube TV’s and computer monitors cannot be accepted as there is a cost to dispose of them if 

they do not sell. Thank you for your support and understanding. 

mailto:jdrake@oslpainesville.org

