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Faithfulness: The Stewardship Standard 

“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2). 

What is the standard to which a steward is held? Ask the average person, and they might talk about per-

centages, tithes, and commitments. Too often, the default mode of measuring stewards is by how much 

and how frequently they give. This is not helpful. Measuring activity without any connection to baptismal 

identity is a recipe for disaster. It can either breed a sense of superiority and self-righteousness or create 

a culture of scarcity and despair. Neither outcome is godly or helpful. 

This is not to say that stewardship should be regarded as "no big deal." St. Paul, within his discussion of 

the ministry to which he has been called, sets the standard of accountability for the steward: faithfulness. 

This removes any sense of superiority or self-righteousness and dispels scarcity and despair. When a 

steward manages what the Lord has entrusted to them — resources and all aspects of life — for God's pur-

poses, the focus is not on how much or how frequently they give. 

This standard reflects the stewardship portrayed in the Gospels where Jesus entrusts varying amounts, 

each according to ability. The commended stewards were recognized for their faithfulness in their voca-

tion, not the amounts they managed. Conversely, the condemned stewards were not castigated for their 

lack of performance but for their lack of faithfulness. 

What does this mean for the steward in the pew? The Lord has entrusted you with various things. Luther 

captures them in his explantion of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed and the Fourth Petition of the 

Lord's Prayer. The familiar couplets of food and drink, house and home, spouse and children, land, ani-

mals and all possessions are the Lord’s, and He has entrusted them to you 

for His purpose. This trust brings an active realization of thanksgiving. 

This active thanksgiving is our stewardship. It can be distilled into two ques-

tions that the steward regularly needs to answer: 

1. How has God blessed me? 

2. How is He calling me to respond? 

The first question is quite simple to answer: if the Lord has entrusted some-

thing to you, it is a blessing. This blessing is for God's glory and the benefit 

of your neighbor. The second question is more challenging to measure; it is 

not about percentages and charts. Instead, it is about a life of thanksgiving 

that flows from the mercies of God revealed in Jesus Christ. This thanksgiv-

ing starts at and flows from the cross and the empty tomb. Our stewardship 

of the Gospel drives our stewardship of everything else. 

 



 
 
 

Our Great Heritage: 
J.S. Bach 

 
By Molly Lackey 

 
 

 

J.S. Bach 

A.D. 1685–1750 

This talented Lutheran musician continues to influence our 
music in church, in the symphony, and on the radio. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine you’re sitting in the pew of St. Nicholas Church in Leipzig, 

Germany, on April 7, 1724. It’s Good Friday, and you’ve come for the Vespers service. The music director 

that the city hired just last year, Johann Sebastian Bach, has written a new piece of music that will be per-

formed tonight. The 39-year-old kantor is clearly a genius, with a massive personality to go along with his 

incredible talent: sociable but sensitive, profoundly pious but with a great capacity for anger, you and the 

rest of the city have had a bit of a hard time figuring him out. But one thing’s for sure: This man lives for 
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The standard, then, is faithfulness. Faithfulness flows from eyes focused on Jesus, the author and per-

fecter of our faith. It does not come from our efforts but through the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives, 

through Word and Sacrament. It begins at the altar in the Divine Service but extends into the world — 

from hearth and home to workplace and classroom, from commerce to leisure. The mercy of God, freely 

given in Jesus, leads us to demonstrate a faithfulness that reveals to others the same mercy we have re-

ceived in Jesus. 

This faithfulness cannot be measured empirically. It is simply allowing the Holy Spirit to work in and 

through us for the glory of God and the benefit of our neighbor. Weekly. Daily. Faithfully.  

 
Faithfulness: The Stewardship Standard. (2025, July). LCMS Stewardship Ministry, Newsletter Article. https://lcms.org/stewardship 

FAITHFULNESS: THE STEWARDSHIP STANDARD continued  

In this series, Lutheran historian Molly Lackey will trace the 

history of the church, from the time of the apostles through 

the twentieth century. As the Body of Christ, our history trans-

cends time, country and citizenship: “God’s Word is our great 

heritage.” 

https://lcms.org/stewardship
https://witness.lcms.org/tag/series-history/


music, especially music that shares the Word of God. 

“Shh!” someone hisses at a pair of chattering adolescents as the oboes, flutes, basso continuo and 

strings begin to undulate with the opening notes of Bach’s new piece: St. John’s Passion. The music itself 

begins to tell the story of Our Lord’s passion, even before the words begin: The sounds are somber and 

dissonant, but then meld together into a beautiful melody, breaking your heart as they seem to represent 

in music the piercing agony endured by Christ on the cross. Then the choir begins: 

Lord, our ruler, Whose fame 

In every land is glorious! 

Show us, through Your passion, 

That You, the true Son of God, 

Through all time, 

Even in the greatest humiliation, 

Have become transfigured!  

From ten-year-old orphan to kantor of Leipzig 

Johann Sebastian Bach was born in 1685 to a very musical family in the city of Eisenach, the same city 

where a young Martin Luther had attended Latin school and later had translated the New Testament into 

German while hiding under an assumed name in Wartburg Castle. Johann Sebastian, the youngest of 

eight, was orphaned at age ten. He then moved to live with his 24-year-old brother, Johann Christoph. 

The young Bach received a thorough musical education from the many other gifted musicians in his fami-

ly, and he also attended gymnasium (secondary school) where he learned Latin, Greek and theology. Jo-

hann Sebastian received further education, both in the broad liberal arts and in music, at the prestigious 

St. Michael’s parochial school in Lüneburg, where he also played the organ and sang in the church choir. 

By 1703, at age 18, he was done with school and looking for work. 

Bach’s first position as a church musician was for the recently founded Neue Kirche (New Church) in the 

Thuringian city of Arnstadt, in central Germany. Bach’s reputation while he was there was rather poor. The 

adolescent Bach was infamous for his temper, poor relations with other musicians, and lazy attitude. He 

got into a street fight with his bassoonist, and, after being granted a four-week absence from his duties so 

that he could hear the composers Johann Adam Reincken and Dieterich Buxtehude perform, he did not 

return to Arnstadt for four months. 

After four tumultuous years, Bach landed another organist position, this time in the city of Mühlhausen. 

With a substantially higher salary and a wife, his second cousin Maria Barbara Bach, Johann Sebastian 

seems to have settled down for the time being — though he was jailed for a month in 1717 in Weimar af-

ter he found himself on the wrong side of the duke and his court. Though he held several positions over 

the course of his life, Bach’s longest and most significant role was as Thomaskantor, music director for 
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OUR GREAT HERITAGE: J.S. BACH continued  



the churches of Leipzig (including St. Thomas, hence the name). Bach worked in Leipzig from 1723 until 

his death in 1750, from complications of a botched eye surgery. 

Godôs Word in music, proclaimed across the centuries 

Bach showed a profound gift for music from an early age, one that he clearly cultivated in his adult life. 

Johann Sebastian Bach wrote over 1000 pieces of music that are still extant today. He wrote both sacred 

and secular music, in both vocal and instrumental forms. Bach believed that music should strive to give 

glory to God and provide recreation for the soul. Further, he held that music played a very important role 

in the life of the Christian: A marginal note he wrote next to 2 Chronicles 5:13 in his Bible reads, “Where 

there is devotional music, God with his grace is always present.” 

This view of music has endured within the Lutheran church, especially with regard to worship. Bach has 

inspired countless other church musicians — internationally regarded composers like Felix Mendelssohn 

and Carl Schalk, and innumerable organists, pianists and choir directors whose largely anonymous labor 

keeps the Word of God in the mouths of His people from generation to generation. 

Further, Bach is known far beyond the confines of the Lutheran church, or even of Christendom broadly. 

Bach’s works are among the most performed musical pieces of all time, beloved by Christians and non-

Christians alike. In fact, in the early 1950s his St. John’s Passion was performed as a complete service — 

as it was originally composed and performed in Leipzig in 1724 — in Hungary while it was under an anti-

Christian communist regime, as a way to get around strict rules regulating what kinds of music church 

musicians were allowed to play. 

The Word of God is living and active, including whenever and wherever it is sung. The beautiful music of 

Johann Sebastian Bach continues to bring glory to God and catechesis, consolation and recreation to 

Bach’s neighbors — even those of us living more than 250 years after his death. 

 
Editorôs Note: The next installment of this series, on father of the LCMS C.F.W. Walther, will be posted 

two weeks from today. Check back then or follow us on social media to catch it! 

 

Image: ñJ.S. Bach,ò engraving by August Weger after a painting by Hausmann in 1735. (Source: Getty Imag-
es). 
 

About The Author 
 
Molly Lackey is a wife, writer, and the social media and special projects assistant at Concordia Historical In-
stitute. 
 
Lackey, Molly., (2024, July 24). Our Great Heritage: J.S. Bach. The Lutheran Witness-Articles, Series.-History 

https://witness.lcms.org/2024/j-s-bach/ 
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OUR GREAT HERITAGE: J.S. BACH continued  
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https://www.facebook.com/TheLutheranWitness/
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Our Great Heritage: 
Katharina von Bora Luther 

 
By Molly Lackey 

 

Katharina von Bora Luther 

A.D. 1499–1552 

Born noble, raised to be a nun, then marrying an out-
law reformer and dying in poverty — Katharina under-
stood the cost of clinging to Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Imagine you’re a fishmonger in Wittenberg. You’ve watched as your city has adapted to Dr. Luther’s re-

forms, but nothing could prepare you for this. The new wife of Martin Luther, Katharina, is making her way 

towards your stall. A man eyeing a carp in front of you leans over and almost shouts, “I heard that Prae-

ceptor Philipp objected to the marriage! I would too — she’s just a stuck-up nobleman’s brat.” The man 

laughs, as do others nearby. Käthe is making her way straight towards you: The bride of two weeks must 

surely be settling into the routines of managing a house by now. You find yourself eyeing her closely, try-

ing to see if she really is pregnant like your neighbor’s charwoman’s sister said — that the new evangeli-

cals had gotten rid of more than just the vow of celibacy, and the good doctor was making an “honest 

woman” out of the disgraced ex-nun. As Frau Luther purchases tonight’s dinner, the two women at the 

baker’s stall next to her cross themselves ostentatiously. One hisses to the other, “You know, they say 

that the Antichrist is to be born of the union of a monk and a nun!” The other looks Katharina straight in 

the face, exclaims “Disgusting!” and spits at her feet. This pale young woman, who has spent most of her 

life in the quiet of the convent, returns the gaze of her insulters, then she walks away back to the Black 

Cloister and her waiting husband. Whatever will become, you wonder, of this Katharina Luther? 

Katharina von Bora was born to a minor noble family — the exact location of her birth and identity of her 

family is not known. She was enrolled in a convent school at a young age, the typical lot of an “extra” 

daughter, whose upbringing and dowry would otherwise place undue financial strain on a family. This also 

served as Katharina’s entry into monastic life: In 1515 at age 16, she took her vows and became a nun. 

In this series, Lutheran historian Molly Lackey will trace the 

history of the church, from the time of the apostles through 

the twentieth century. As the Body of Christ, our history trans-

cends time, country and citizenship: “God’s Word is our great 

heritage.” 

https://witness.lcms.org/author/molly-lackey/
https://witness.lcms.org/tag/series-history/


From noble daughter to outlaw reformerôs wife 

We know little of Sister Katharina’s life in Nimbschen Abbey, which is itself now in ruins. In fact, the little 

documentation we have of her life—very little of which was written by the woman herself—provides us with 

only a sketchy outline of Käthe (the German version of “Katie”). We know that somehow she and a group 

of other nuns got ahold of Luther’s On the Freedom of a Christian, and that they found his critiques of the 

medieval Roman Catholic church to be compelling enough that they decided to run away. The gravity of 

this decision is hard to overstate, as a runaway nun was a legal and social pariah. They escaped from the 

convent in a wagon carrying barrels of fish (though likely not in the barrels themselves, despite the pictur-

esque nature of this version of the tale). 

Upon arriving in Wittenberg, the women were married off — their families refused to accept the ex-nuns 

back into their homes, and the only way to ensure their physical safety was to find them husbands who 

would take care of them. Katharina, however, held out: She was unimpressed by the men that Luther sug-

gested to her, until, eventually, she is reported to have counter-offered to marry Luther himself. 

Katharina Luther’s life as the wife of the Wittenberg Reformer was a full-time job. In between her garden-

ing, cooking, child-rearing, money managing (a task Martin was notoriously bad at), and, of course, beer-

brewing, Käthe dealt with her own share of hardship. The Luther family was never wealthy, and her hus-

band was often busy, stressed, depressed, or away from home. Katharina suffered one miscarriage, lost 

one baby after birth and lost another daughter, Magdalena, at 13. 

Firm in Christ despite slander and hardship 

Martin and Käthe became the first “celebrity couple,” with the pair becoming models of married life 

among German Lutherans, with some even posting broadsheet portraits of the couple in their homes. But 

this was in spite of equally intense negative public opinions. Katharina was not well liked, and many inter-

preted what was likely the natural outcome of high birth and formal education as arrogance. Philipp Me-

lanchthon did, in fact, object to the wedding — at the time, he thought clerical marriage would cause un-

necessary scandal — though he was also the witness at the ceremony. Horrible rumors spread about 

Katharina giving birth days after the wedding, notably found in libelous letters written by Catholic reform-

er and humanist scholar Desiderius Erasmus. This wicked lie, along with other horrid characterizations of 

Katharina like the ones imagined above, were not only common during her life, but can still be found in 

history books and anti-Lutheran polemics in print today. 

The Luthers truly loved and served one another. This is clear from Martin’s two most famous nicknames 

for Katharina: “Herr Käthe” (“Lord Katie”) and “my rib.” His death wounded her deeply, and the financial 

hardship she faced afterwards sealed her fate. Though Luther had willed his estate to his Käthe, because 

it was illegal for women to inherit property his will was ignored: she was left penniless and homeless. Six 

years later, Katharina was thrown from a cart and died from complications of her injuries at only 53 years 

old. 

It must have taken great patience and fortitude for Katharina to bear the weight of an uprooted life, nasty 

gossip and social betrayal. All of the people who said wicked things about her were Christians — and 
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some of them Lutherans, at that. But Käthe clung to Christ, even when her old routines, her reputation, 

her children, her husband, her home and, finally, her life slipped through her fingers like so much sand. 

May we, like Katharina von Bora Luther, trust in Christ, even if the whole world is against us. 

 
Editorôs Note: The next installment of this series, on ñthe second Martinò Martin Chemnitz, will be 
posted two weeks from today. Check back then or follow us on social media to catch it! 

 

Image: ñPortrait of Katharina von Bora,ò Lucas Cranach the Elder, 1528. 

About The Author 
Molly Lackey is a wife, writer, and the social media and special projects assistant at Concordia Historical In-
stitute. 
 
Lackey, Molly., (2024, June 26). Our Great Heritage: Katharina von Bora Luther. The Lutheran Witness-Articles, Series.-History 

https://witness.lcms.org/2024/katharina-von-bora-luther/ 
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OUR GREAT HERITAGE: KATHARINA VON BORA LUTHER continued  

 

 

Church Picnic  

Bringé 
Side Dish or Dessert Out-

door Games, Cornhole  

Providedé 
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Buns, 

Beverage, Plates, Napkins, 

Cups, Plastic Ware  

Sunday, August 24, 2023  

12:00 - 4:00 p.m.  

Townline Park  

2121 Townline Rd., Perry, Ohio 44081  

Pool will be open so bring your bathing suit and towel  

Sign -up sheet located at the back of the Sanctuary  

A 4-digit code to enter the park will be given prior to the picnic.  

https://witness.lcms.org/tag/series-history/
https://www.facebook.com/TheLutheranWitness/
https://witness.lcms.org/author/molly-lackey
https://witness.lcms.org/2024/katharina-von-bora-luther/


Life Quotes for July 
 

July 6 “As you walk the path of life with your neighbor, learn and celebrate the depth and breadth of the 

infinite worth of their life—whether they are preborn, homeless, destitute, dying, friend, or foe. Learn, 

through the trials set before you and the sacrifices you make to improve the life of your neighbor, the 

awesome worth of life. Life is sacred. Every life matters.” Rev. Robert Mohns, Lutheran ChurchðCanada ð 

A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life Å lutheransforlife.org 

 

July 13 “Take heart and have hope, God’s people! Even though it appears as though we have been aban-

doned, that our existence here seems innocuous, not making a difference to our communities, we are not 

those things. God is not done with us yet. He only asks that we remain faithful because He is ALWAYS 

faithful.” Deaconess Janet Nicol, Word of Hope ð A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life Å lutheransfor-

life.org 

 

July 20 “Sometimes the answer to a problem is as simple as asking for help. Let’s not hesitate to bring all 

our questions, troubles, and needs to the Lord. Thank Him for the people He provides for our help. Pray 

that He will give you the opportunity today to be His help to others.” Daily Devotion, Redeemer Lutheran 

Church, Sister Lakes, Michigan ð A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life Å lutheransforlife.org 

 

July 27 “There is no joy like the joy of welcoming another child into your life. You will marvel anew at how 

perfectly formed your little one is and over how quickly you will fall head over heels in love with him. You 

will be enchanted with every tiny aspect of her appearance. The color of her hair, the shape of her nose, 

and the winsomeness of her smile will occasion endless happy debates about from which side of the fam-

ily (yours, of course) she got that adorable trait.” Steve Mosher, Population Research Institute, author of 

òTen Great Reasons to Have Another Childó ð A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life Å lutheransforlife.org 
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Life Quotes for August 
 

August 3 “God isn’t a page in your book, you’re part of His. And He’s delighted to have you in the family.” 

Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, The Lutheran Hour ð A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life Å lutheransforlife.org 

 

August 10 “Our Lord Jesus Christ assures us that the Heavenly Father makes His love for our kind evident 

in sunshine and rainfall (Matthew 5:45) along with sparrows and lilies (Matthew 6:25-33). So, we may 

expect to learn about the sanctity of every human life not only from His Word but also from His world.” 

Pastor Michael Salemink, Lutherans For Life ð A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life Å lutheransforlife.org 

 

August 17 “Never apologize for sharing God’s Word. Never excuse holding or defending a godly position 

that clearly states how a life issue stands according to Scripture. Abortion is wrong, as is assisted suicide, 

and many other life issues happening in our world.” Volunteer Relations, Lutherans For Life ð A Life 

Quote from Lutherans For Life Å lutheransforlife.org 

 

August 24 “We stand together, one in mind and heart, and with one voice, in defense of the lives of our 

unborn children—God’s precious little ones. Yet, what we stand for is not only the lives of these precious 

unborn children but also the moms, the dads, the grandmas and grandpas, the young and the old, the 

healthy and the sick and dying. What we stand for is the very value—the very gift—of life itself.” Pastor 

Paul Clark, LFL of Michigan ð A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life Å lutheransforlife.org 

 

August 31 “God created every one of us to shine brightly in the world He made for us. Each person is a 

candle, sustaining His light to share with others. When a baby is aborted, his or her candle is extin-

guished. Clearly, that is not what God wants for us. None of us is unimportant to God; He cares about all 

of us, no matter our size, age, parents, gender, or disabilities. Every candle has a special purpose God 

designed.” Christina, Missouri, Lutherans For Life Essay Contest ð A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life Å 

lutheransforlife.org 
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July—September 

Portals of Prayer Now Available 
The July—September Portals of Prayer daily devotions are now  

available. Copies can be found on the table at the  back of the sanctuary . 

Help us plan our Preschool Open House!  

Scheduled for Saturday August 16th , the Open House is 

our best opportunity to invite our neighbors, friends, and 

preschool families to see our beautiful church and fantas-

tic school. For the fall term, school enrollment is nearly full 

and there are many exciting things to share. The new out-

door classroom has already gained much attention from 

new families as well as the NLSA Preschool Directors, rep-

resenting up to 26 schools in Ohio! The greatest thing we 

can share is the message of God's saving grace through 

his Son, Jesus Christ! Please consider signing up early to help the Outreach team in planning the activi-

ties. A sign-up sheet is located on the table at the back of the sanctuary. 

Announcements 

LWML Northeast Zone Retreat  
 

"It Could Be Worse—but God has a Plan" is the theme of the 32nd 

LWML Northeast Zone Retreat. All ladies are invited to join us at Jor-

dan Creek Metro Park in Concord. Check the LWML info area for Re-

treat poster and packets for this fun-filled, Christ-centered event. 

Cost is $25.00/person. Registration deadline is September 4. Ques-

tions? Please contact Jeanne Schimmelman  at 440-943-5497 

(jjj3shim@sbcglobal.net) or Ruth Mowrey at 440-951-3139 

(jrmowreyAsbcglobal.net).  
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OSLS 25th Annual Golf Classic 
Please join Our Shepherd Lutheran School 

for a day of 18 Hole Golf, Riding Cart, Lunch, 

Dinner & Prizes at 

 Painesville Country Club 

Check-in & Lunch at 11:00am  

Tee off at 12:00 noon 

SHOTGUN Start 

Any Questions Call 

Eric Drake, Chairman: 440-669-6109 

or 

Sue Tagg: 440-382-6258 

 

Additional information and registration 

 forms can be found on the church  

kitchen counter 

To register go to: 

https://www.oslpainesville.org/osl/news/golf-outing.php 

Register a Foursome 

(If you do not have a foursome we will 

place you in a group) 

 

Deadline for entries: Monday, 

July 7, 2025 

Automated Giving Program 

Have you thought of automating your weekly offering? St. 

Paul’s has a program called Simply Giving that does just 

that. Simply Giving is an automated giving program from 

Thrivent Financial used at St. Paul’s to help you convenient-

ly and consistently contribute to the church. There are many 

benefits to enrolling: 

1. It is a reliable and safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. 

2. It allow you to share your gifts through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing 

stewardship. 

3. Because the giving is consistent you won’t miss Sunday offerings. 

4. The congregation benefits from steady, more predictable revenue throughout the year. 

5. There is more efficient bookkeeping. 

6. Greater confidence in meeting the church’s financial commitments. 

Itõs easy to enroll. Fill out the form attached to the flyer located under the mailboxes and give it to Billie 
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Local Farmers Markets 

It’s that time again for fresh fruits and vegetables. Check  

out one or all for these local farmers markets! 
 

Painesville 
Date: Thursdays, 29 – September 25 

Time: 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

Location: Painesville Square near Main Street 

 

 
 

Willoughby 

Date: Saturdays, May 3- October 25 

Time: 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

Location: Parking lot of Willoughby City Hall 

                  1 E. Spaulding, Willoughby, OH 

 

Madison Village Mentor 

Date: Thursdays, June 5 - September 26 Date: Fridays, June 13 - September 12 

Time: 5 p.m. – 8 p.m. Time: 2 p.m. – 6 p.m. 

Location: East Side of Village Square Park Location: Eleanor B. Garfield Park 

July/August Food Bank Items 

Zion Food Pantry is requesting, shampoo, chicken noodle soup, gravy &   

cereal. As always other items are appreciated. For those in need, the Food 

Bank is open on the last two Tuesdays of the month from 5:30—7:00pm. 

(June 17 & 24). 



Reports 

President’s Report. (Dennis Concoby) 

a. The proposal from Visual Armor Security has been accepted and they have begun providing 

monitoring services. The fax line was cancelled, and the cellular line was installed.  

b. Electricity usage remains consistent with previous year. 

Vice President’s Report. (Eric Drake) – no report 

Treasurer’s Report. (Russ Walton) 

a. Financial reports provided. Cash position similar to recent months with only minor changes. 

Education Report. (Jenn Drake) 

a. Sunday School and 10:45 adult class have wrapped up and will not meet in summer. The adult 

8:30 class is finishing the current session. 

Preschool Report. (Starshine Graziadei) – no report 

Elder’s Report. (Dale Kerver) 

a. Membership rolls are in a good position. 136 active members. 

b. Pulpit supply in place through September; will work on coverage for the rest of 2025 in July. 

c. Val Sullivan has volunteered to help on Saturday nights with alter guild. 

Stewardship Report. (Diane Wayner) 

a. Sign-up sheets posted for volunteers to tend flowerbeds June-August and for greeters. 

b. Zion food pantry needs are posted in the bulletin. 

c. Planning a putt-putt golf outing at Red Mill in July. 

Financial Secretary’s Report. (Terry Wakelee) – no report 

Outreach Report. (Ken Chaffe) 

a. Posted a volunteer sign-up sheet for the open house in August. 

b. Updated the outreach materials to pass to the new outreach chairperson (Kelly). 

c. Preschool backpacks being prepared for distribution at the start of school. 

Building & Grounds Report. (Craig McConnell) 

a. The green lawn mower is in need of repairs, looking for parts. 

b. The fallen tree behind the parsonage has been removed. 

c. Ken is working on the stonework by the front doors. 

d. Removed some large items from the parsonage. Additional repairs are pending. 

Contribution Secretary’s Report. (Billie Lelle) 

a. Changed Vanco account number and amount for one member. 

b. Made necessary entries in Shepherd Staff. 

c. Working with the new contribution secretary (Tom) to transition duties. 
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June Meeting Minutes  



 

Old Business 

1. Potential candidate for the preschool treasurer (appointed) – 2 people have shown interest. 

2. Parsonage fence repairs pending 

3. WEB analytics usage 

4. Outreach proposal for billboards 

 

New Business 

1. Need to determine who will take responsibility for the “One-Call System”. 

a. Amy handles for the preschool but need to designate a manager for church use. Kelly volunteered; she 

will work with Amy to learn how to run it. 

2. Next month-need to officially appoint Russ Walton as treasurer for 2025/26. 

3. Next month-need to officially appoint Jenn Drake to fill Terry’s final year as Financial Secretary and Eric 

Drake to fill Jenn’s final year as Education Chairperson. 

4. Call Committee update. 

a. Self-study is about 95% complete; should be done next Thursday at the next meeting. Then it will be 

sent to district. 

5. Kujala house sale complete. 

6. Installation of new council members will be Sunday, July 13, 2025. 

7. Church Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, August 24th at Townline Park in North Perry from 12-4pm. 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, July 2, 2025 @ 6:30pm 
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XXXXXXXXX continued  

&ðøāĂ ðýó &ôĂăøąðûĂ 
July 

Fridays  Car Cruise Friday Painesville, OH. Painesville’s famous Car Cruise is every Friday on the Square. 

Stroll through vintage, muscle and unique vehicles lining beautiful Veterans’ Park while enjoying music 

and snacks. See you every Friday starting May 16 through September 19, weather permitting.  

July 4  Mentor Concert & Fireworks Mentor Civic Amphitheater Mentor, OH 

July 4-6 & 9-13  Chagrin Hunter Jumper Classic Chagrin Falls, OH. Chagrin Valley Jumper Classic: One of 

Northern Ohio’s summer highlights is the popular Hunter Jumper Classic, held every July at the Chagrin 

Valley’s picturesque Cleveland Metroparks Polo Field. In past years, the show has hosted more than 500 

competitors from over 30 states and several foreign countries.  

July 4-6  Boston Mills Artfest II Cuyahoga Valley National Park Peninsula, OH 

July 5-August 24  Asian Lantern Festival Cleveland Zoo II, Cleveland, OH Experience the wonder of Cleve-

land Metroparks Zoo illuminated after dark, featuring live acrobatic performances every hour on the Fifth 

Third Bank Stage and a variety of culturally inspired cuisine at the MetroHealth Asian Food Market. Addi-

tional highlights include a four-story-tall hydrangea and butterfly tree, walk-through tunnels and uniquely 

themed areas including Animals of the Nile presented by CrossCountry Mortgage as well as ocean crea-

tures, botanical gardens and more. In addition to the walk-through experience Thursdays through Sun-

days from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m., the Asian Lantern Festival Drive-Through Experience returns on select 

nights. 

https://www.painesville.com/?SEC=70DF0C9F-C059-41E7-A482-DB950D73F7C8&DE=79442EAA-95B6-4FC0-AC96-43C437598DD1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1SFXN_enUS499US504&q=mentor+concert+%26+fireworks,+mentor+civic+amphitheater,+4+jul&si=ACC90nwLLwns5sISZcdzuISy7t-NHozt8Cbt6G3WNQfC9ekAgFHG0bvgCobkJULtQQO0JZ3DpdZRWRBoSi3qrnKhil_rb_MZASNKaeFYEw3FQLR0jhMOLiUsLpm1tg1vY1i1D
https://www.ohiotraveler.com/chagrin-valley-jumper-classic/
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July 5  Mardi Gras Fairport Harbor, OH, Final Year 

July 5 & 6  The Great Lakes Medieval Faire and Market Place Rock Creek, OH 

July 8-13  Trumbull County Fair Cortland, OH 

July 11-12  Ohio Mennonite Relief Sale Mount Hope Event Center, Millersburg, OH. The Ohio Mennonite 

Relief Sale & Auction has three auctions: The Art and Collectible Auction featuring art and collectibles 

from local and well-known artists, the Quilt Auction featuring all sizes and colors, and the Wood Auction 

featuring items from local businesses and craftsmen.  

July 12  Farmfest Lake Metroparks, Kirtland, OH Celebrate Farmpark’s 28 years of serving visitors at this 

free event. This family-oriented event will provide a sampling of Farmpark’s best programs and demon-

strations. Visitors will enjoy Farmpark activities, food, entertainment and much more. Food vendors will 

provide both food and beverages  

July 12-13  The Great Lakes Medieval Faire and Market Place Rock Creek, OH 

July 12-13  Summer Festival of the Arts Youngstown University. Youngstown, OH. The Summer Festival of 

the Arts is an annual event hosted by The Cultural Alliance! Join us for a weekend of performance, music, 

and artwork. 

July 13-19  All American Soap Box Derby Akron, Ohio  

July 18-20  Party in the Park Painesville, OH 

July 19-20  The Great Lakes Medieval Faire and Market Place Rock Creek, OH 

July 22-27  Lake County Fair in Painesville, OH 

July 22-27  Summit County Fair in Tallmadge, OH 

July 23-August 3  Ohio State Fair Columbus, OH 

July 25-27  Historical Engine Society Antique Power Exhibition Lake Metroparks, Kirtland, OH Farmpark is 

hosting the Historical Engine Society’s 54th Annual Antique Power Exhibition. If there is a member of your 

family that enjoys machinery—this is their event. During your visit to the show, you can expect to see an-

tique tractors, construction & excavation equipment, cars, trucks, and hit & miss engines.  

July 26-27  The Great Lakes Medieval Faire and Market Place Rock Creek, OH 

July 28-August 3  Columbiana County Fair Lisbon, OH 

July 28-August 3  Medina County Fair Medina, OH 

 

August 
Fridays  Car Cruise Friday Painesville, OH. Painesville’s famous Car Cruise is every Friday on the Square. 

Stroll through vintage, muscle and unique vehicles lining beautiful Veterans’ Park while enjoying music 

and snacks. See you every Friday starting May 16 through September 19, weather permitting.  

July 5-August 24  Asian Lantern Festival Cleveland Zoo II, Cleveland, OH  

July 23-August 3  Ohio State Fair Columbus, OH 

FAIRS AND FESTIVALS continued  

https://fairportharbor.org/events/fairport-harbor-mardi-gras-2024/
https://trumbullcountyfair.com/
https://www.ohiotraveler.com/ohio-mennonite-relief-sale/
https://www.lakemetroparks.com/events-activities/events/farmfest/?banner=/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Farmfest-1920.jpg
https://theculturalalliance.com/summer-festival-of-arts/
https://www.ohiotraveler.com/all-american-soap-box-derby/
https://painesvilleimprovement.com/party-in-the-park/
http://www.lakecountyfair.org/
https://www.summitfair.com/
https://www.summitfair.com/
http://www.ohiostatefair.com/
https://www.medinaohiofair.com/
https://www.painesville.com/?SEC=70DF0C9F-C059-41E7-A482-DB950D73F7C8&DE=79442EAA-95B6-4FC0-AC96-43C437598DD1
http://www.ohiostatefair.com/
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FAIRS AND FESTIVALS continued  

July 28-August 3  Columbiana County Fair Lisbon, OH 

July 28-August 3  Medina County Fair Medina, OH 

August 1-3  Twins Days Festival Twinsburg,OH 

August 2-3  The Great Lakes Medieval Faire and Market Place Rock Creek, OH 

August 2-3  POWER Show Century Village Museum, Burton, OH  This show features a stunning array of 

artifacts from tractors to historical equipment! Explore the rich history of our region through these fasci-

nating relics and get a glimpse into the past! 

August 3  Chardon Square Association Arts Festival Chardon, OH. This outdoor show will host over 100 

artists both local and out of state, providing a wonderful opportunity for a day of shopping and dining in a 

park like-setting. It is estimated that 5,000 people enjoy this beautiful show each year. The artists repre-

sented will cover many different genres, including painting, stained glass, leather, fabric art, wood carv-

ing, pottery, photography, weaving, copper, jewelry, stone cutting and more. 

August 3  The Fest Wickliffe, OH.A day of FAITH, FAMILY & FUN…all for FREE! The FEST features an incred-

ible lineup of talented Christian artists and bands – let the music uplift your spirit and the lyrics inspire 

your heart as we unite in worship. 

August 5-9  Ashtabula County Fair Jefferson, OH 

August 5-10  Cuyahoga County Fair Berea, OH 

August 9-10  Shaker Woods Festival Columbiana, OH The festival features more than 200 of the best 

juried craftspeople in the country. Each craftsperson will be dressed in Shaker period clothing while 

demonstrating and selling their remarkable handmade wares. Enjoy entertainment throughout the day  

August 14-16  D-Day Reenactment Conneaut Township Park, Conneaut, Ohio. D-Day Conneaut will invade 

the Lake Erie shores of Conneaut, Ohio, and stage the country’s largest D-Day (June 6, 1944) living histo-

ry reenactment. Featuring over 1,800 reenactors, spectators will witness a living tribute to the veterans of 

WWII through dress, mock battles, and living history displays. It is a highly realistic and educational expe-

rience. 

August 16-17  The Great Lakes Medieval Faire and Market Place Rock Creek, OH 

August 16-17  Shaker Woods Festival Columbiana, OH  

August 17-24  Lorain County Fair Wellington, OH 

August 23-24  Shaker Woods Festival Columbiana, OH  

August 26-September 1  Stark County Fair Canton, OH 

August 27-September 1  Mahoning County Fair Canfield, OH 

August 28-September 1  Geauga County Fair Burton, OH 

https://www.medinaohiofair.com/
https://www.centuryvillagemuseum.org/events
https://chardonsquareassociation.org/events/arts-festival/
https://thefest.us/
http://www.ashtabulafair.com/
http://www.cuyfair.com/
https://www.ohiotraveler.com/d-day-reenactment/
https://loraincountyfair.com/
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July Birthdays 

Jim Franz Jul 02 Scott Javins Jul 24 

Matt Greig Jul 04 Craig Wilhelm Jul 24 

Rosemary Galayda Jul 08 Frank Vosicky III Jul 27 

Aaron Lindrose Jul 11 Ed Hines Jul 30 

Stephanie Javins Jul 12 Craig McConnell Jul 31 

Jim Becky Franz 47 years on Jul 01 

Jack and Billie Lelle 55 years on Jul 11 

Barry and Cheryl Dewit 39 years on Jul 19 

Scott and Stephanie Javins 21 years on Jul 24 

July Anniversaries 

Baptisms  
Clark Tiler Herder 5/18/2025 

 

Weddings  
None in June 

New Members  
None in June 

 

Funerals  
None in June 

May 
Baptisms, Weddings, 

New Members, Funerals 
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August Birthdays  

Roy Greig Aug 01 Beth Murphy Aug 18 

Amelia Greig Aug 03 Ted Klebe Aug 21 

Ellie Cardina Aug 11 Joshua Sundbom Aug 22 

Meaghan Sundbom Aug 12 Johanna Sistek Aug 28 

Molly Doeing Aug 15 Sam Doeing Aug 28 

Connie Concoby Aug 16 

Ken Hasnah Chaffe 32 years on Aug 07 

Aaron and Michelle Lindrose 29 years on Aug 10 

Peter and Kathy Emrich 48years on Aug 13 

Roy and Julie Greig 44years on Aug 29 

Joe and Star Graziadei 17 years on Aug 29 

August Anniversaries 

Altar Flowers 
A great way to remember any occasion is with Altar Flowers. The Altar 

Flower Chart is located on the double doors at the back of the Sanctuary. 

Just sign up next to the appropriate weekend. Clearly print the occasion be-

ing remembered, who the flowers are for and who they’re from. Altar flowers 

are $40.00. Please place the monies in an envelope labeled “Altar Flowers” 

with the date of the weekend and put it in the collection plate. 
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4÷þĂô 7÷þ 3ôāąôˁ *ĄûĈ яэяђ 
 

ELDERS:  COUNTERS: 

6:00 P Saturday Dale Kerver Tom Cardina, Craig McConnell, 

9:30 A Sunday Rich Szoradi Kristi McConnell 

 

LECTORS: 

07-05-25 6:00 P Saturday Dave Murphy 

07-06-25 9:30 A Sunday Jack Lelle 

07-12-25 6:00 P Saturday Dale Kerver 

07-13-25 9:30 A Sunday Eric West 

07-19-25 6:00 P Saturday Dave Murphy 

07-20-25 9:30 A Sunday Dennis Concoby 

07-26-25 6:00 P Saturday Dale Kerver 

07-27-25 9:30 A Sunday Terry Wakelee 

 

 

July 5/6 

Isaiah 66:10-14 

Galatians 6:1-10, 14-18 

Luke 10:1-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 12/13 

Leviticus 19:9-18 

Colossians 1:1-14 

Luke 10:25-37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 19/20 

Genesis 18 1:1-10 

Colossians 1:12-29 

Luke 10:38-42 

 

July 26/27 

Genesis 18:20-33 

Colossians 2:6-15 

Luke 11:12-13 

Scripture Readings for July 
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4÷þĂô 7÷þ 3ôāąôˁ !ĄöĄĂă яэяђ 
 

ELDERS:  COUNTERS: 

6:00 P Saturday Aaron Lindrose Jenn Drake, Emly Berndt 

9:30 A Sunday Craig McConnell Jeff Troutman 

 

LECTORS: 

08-02-25 6:00 P Saturday Dave Murphy 

08-03-25 9:30 A Sunday Craig McConnell 

08-09-25 6:00 P Saturday Dale Kerver 

08-10-25 9:30 A Sunday Jack Lelle 

08-16-25 6:00 P Saturday Dave Murphy 

08-17-25 9:30 A Sunday Eirc West 

08-23-25 6:00 P Saturday Dale Kerver 

08-24-25 9:30 A Sunday Dennis Concoby 

08-30-25 6:00 P Saturday Dave Murphy 

08-31-25 9:30 A Sunday Jennifer Drake 

August 2/3 

Ecclesiastes 1:2,  

Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21 

 

August 9/10 

Genesis 15:1-6 

Hebrews 11:1-16 

Luke 12:22-34 

 

 

 

August 16/17 

Jeremiah 23:16-29 

Hebrews 11:17-31 

Luke 12:49-53 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 23/24 

Isaiah 66:18-23 

Hebrews 12:4-24 

Luke 13:22-30 

 

August 30/31 

Proverbs 25:2-10 

Hebrews 13:1-17 

Luke 14:1-17 

 

 

Scripture Readings for August 



July Word Search í4th of July  

© thewordsearch.com  



St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and Preschool 
250 Bowhall Road  Painesville, OH 44077 

440-354-3000 | www.splcpainesville.org | office@splcpainesville.org 
 

ñI was glad when they said to me óLet us go to the house of the Lordôò Psalm 122:1 

Staff 
Matt Chaffe, Organist 

Peggy McDonnell, Admin Assistant 

Worship Services 
Saturday 6:00 pm 

Sunday 9:30 am 

Sunday Bible Study 
Adult 8:30am & 10:45 am 

Children 10:45 am 

St. Paulôs Preschool 
Amy Marizek, Director 

preschool@splcpainesville.org 

www.stpaulspainesville.com 

Also Supporting 

St. Paulõs Preschool 

August Word Search íCamping  

© thewordsearch.com  

http://www.splcpainesville.org
mailto:office@splcpainesville.org
mailto:preschool@splcpainesville.org
http://www.stpaulspainesville.com


July 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
  National Picnic 

Month 

6:30 pm Council 

Meeting 

  

 

 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
 World Chocolate 

Day 

 National Sugar  

Cookie Day 

   

 

National Pecan Pie 

Day 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
 National Mac & 

Cheese Day 

 National Hot Dog 

Day 

   

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
National Ice Cream 

day 

   Cousins Day   

27 28 29 30 31   
  National Lasagna 

Day 

National Friendship 

Day 

National Intern Day  

 

 

July Birthstones 

Ruby & Onyx 

 

 

 

July Flowers 

Larkspur & Water 

Lily 

 

 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Saturdays - 6:00pm 

Sundays - 9:30am 

Sunday School - 10:45am 

Adult Bible Study - 8:30am & 10:45am 

COMMUNION SERVICE 

Bulletin  

Announcements 

Due Wednesdays 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 

9:00am-12:00pm 



August 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
    

 

 

August Birthstone 

Peridot 

 

 

 

August Flowers 

Poppy & Gladiolus 

National  

Immunization  

Awareness Month 

National Coloring 

Book Day 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
National Sister Day   6:30 pm Council 

Meeting 

Purple Heart Day National Cat Day Book Lovers Day 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
National Sômores 

Day 

 International Youth 

Day 

National  

Left-Handers Day 

   

 

National Roller 

Coaster Day 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
  World Photography 

Day 

6:30 pm Elderõs 

Meeting 

Senior Citizen Day   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
12:00 pm Church 

Picnic 

National Dog Day   Preschool Parent 

Orientation 

College Colors Day  

 

National Beach Day 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Saturdays - 6:00pm 

Sundays - 9:30am 

Sunday School - 10:45am 

Adult Bible Studyñ8:30am & 10:45am 

COMMUNION 

SERVICE 

Bulletin  

Announcements 

Due Wednesdays 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 

9:00am-12:00pm 

September 

Newsletter 

Articles and 

Announcements 

Due 

31 

 


