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God’s Rainbow Promise

As I’m typing this article, I’m looking out the windows toward Bowhall, and I’m still seeing rain! Boy,
has the weather the past few days been wild. Rain, wind, hail, rain, a few pokes of sun, and did I
mention the rain? I was reminded of a late summer dry spell one year while I was in Eastern North
Carolina. People began praying for a little bit rain to keep things going, and the next thing you
knew, we had 10”+ of rain in about 36 hours. And there wasn’t a hurricane in sight! While it certainly hasn’t rained for 40 days & nights here like it did in Genesis, I’m looking out the window every so often
to see if I can see a rainbow.
When God came to Noah and called him to build the ark, there weren’t many signs of rain. While Noah faithfully built the ark, I wonder what people around him thought. Noah is often parodied by comedians, memorably for me by Bill Cosby. He is portrayed as one laughed at by his neighbors. But faithfulness is one reason
God chose Noah to build the ark and save his family. Despite what people may or may not have been saying
or thinking, Noah completed his God-given task. If he had not been faithful … do you really want to think
about that?
As Noah got all the animals on board, it began to rain. Even after the rain stopped, the water lingered on
earth for 5 more months. After all was said & done, after all the water finally dried up, God set something in
the sky: a rainbow, simple & beautiful. But to that simple beauty God attached a beautiful promise: Never
again would he destroy the world by water
Many times, our storms in life feel like torrential rain, and we’re looking for that one sign that everything is
going to be OK. Some of you may be looking hard for that rainbow of God’s promise that your world is not
going to be flooded. Life’s problems may feel like the rains of a tropical hurricane. It’s too much too fast.
God always holds out promises to His people. He will not leave them or forsake them. He will never give
them more than they can handle. He will work all things out for the good of those who love Him and are
called according to His purposes. Can you see all the different rainbow signs from God? Do you know Him to
be faithful?
Even after a storm, the rains stop, the winds cease, and things dry out again. The rains supply a surplus or
moisture. See God knows what we need & when we need it. He also knows how much we can handle with
His help. May you have faith to praise Him always, even in the storms of life. Wait a minute, I think I see a
rainbow!
In Christ

Pastor Sundbom
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Myth Busting Ghost Stories
By Bryan Wolfmueller
You don’t have to dig far
to find a ghost story. This
friend’s aunt was visited
by her dead mother; that
person has a friend who
grew up near a haunted
house. There are even
ghost stories on the edges of the Scriptures.
The disciples think they
see a ghost when Jesus is
walking past them on the
Sea of Galilee (Matt.
14:26) or when He appeared in the upper room
after His resurrection (Luke 24:37–39). In a particularly strange incident, King Saul visits a medium in Endor,
and she summons a spirit that claims to be Samuel (1 Sam. 28:8–20; for more information, see the Concordia
Commentary on 1 Samuel). Eliphaz, Job’s friend, is visited by a ghost at night (Job 4:12–17). We will talk
about this text more in a moment.
Let’s quickly clear up a few things.
First, we believe ghosts exist. A person’s soul continues on even after it is separated from its body by death.
When we die, our souls continue living, waiting for the resurrection when our souls will be reunited to our
bodies.
Second, we do not believe that ghosts, the disembodied souls of the dead, are hanging around this earth. Jesus tells a story about Lazarus and the rich man. Both die. The angels carry Lazarus to Abraham’s bosom. The
rich man is taken to hell. Neither remain on earth. In fact, the rich man begs Abraham to send Lazarus to
preach to his brothers, and it is forbidden (Luke 16:19–31). The souls of the dead do not remain on earth.
There shall not be found among you anyone who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, anyone
who practices divination or tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a sorcerer or a charmer or a medium or
a necromancer or one who inquires of the dead, for whoever does these things is an abomination to the
Lord. And because of these abominations the Lord your God is driving them out before you.
Third, the Lord’s people are strictly forbidden from attempting to communicate with the dead. This abuses
our Lord’s name. (“We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name” [SC I].) Specifically, consider Deuteronomy 18:10–12:
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(See also Isaiah 8:19–20 and Micah 5:12.)

Speaking specters
If these are true, what do we make of all the ghost stories, all the experiences of people being visited by the
dead? Are these simply delusions? Perhaps some are, but there might be more to discern if we listen to what

Now a word was brought to me stealthily;
my ear received the whisper of it.
Amid thoughts from visions of the night,
when deep sleep falls on men,
dread came upon me, and trembling,
which made all my bones shake.
A spirit glided past my face;
the hair of my flesh stood up.
It stood still,
but I could not discern its appearance.
A form was before my eyes;
there was silence, then I heard a voice:
the specters preach.
Consider, for example, the ghost story that Eliphaz tells Job (4:12–21):
This is a creepy story. Eliphaz should bring comfort to Job in his mourning and affliction, but instead he brings
the message of a ghost. And what does the ghost preach?
Can mortal man be in the right before God?
Can a man be pure before his Maker?
Even in his servants he puts no trust,
and his angels he charges with error;
how much more those who dwell in houses of clay,
whose foundation is in the dust,
who are crushed like the moth.
Between morning and evening they are beaten to pieces;
they perish forever without anyone regarding it.
Is not their tent-cord plucked up within them,
do they not die, and that without wisdom?
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This ghost comes to Eliphaz and denies the Gospel. This ghost says that it is impossible for a sinner to be right
before God. This ghost preaches despair. This ghost, it turns out, is a demon, and we know it by the false doctrine.
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).

A Lutheran perspective
This assessment of ghost stories turns up in our Lutheran Confessions.
Luther notices the pattern of ghosts showing up to asking for alms, masses for the dead and other rituals that
denied the sufficiency of the saving work of Jesus.

Evil spirits have produced many wicked tricks by appearing as the souls of the departed (1 Samuel 28), and with unspeakable lies and tricks demanded Masses, vigils,
pilgrimages, and other alms.

(SA II II 16)

Luther doesn’t hesitate to identify the ghosts as demons, “evil spirits,” and he recognized them by their
teaching. If a ghost requires an indulgence to free them from purgatory, then that ghost is a deceiving spirit.
Martin Chemnitz recounts in greater detail the ghost stories that supported the false teaching of purgatory.
(See the Examination of the Council of Trent, vol. 3, Third Topic, Concerning Purgatory, Section 2, the History
of Purgatory, chapters 8–10 [St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1986], 288–306.)

Therefore Gregory introduced into the church a different, new method of proving
and confirming dogmas of faith, namely to seek the truth from the dead, which however God clearly and expressly prohibited in Scripture. (288–89)
[W]hen ghosts had once been admitted to the teaching office of the church, fables of
apparitions and visions without end and measure were heaped up. (292)
On the basis of these specters, and not on the basis of Scripture, the papalists have
established the whole structure of their purgatory. (301)

Examination of the Council of Trent, vol. 3, Third Topic, Concerning Purgatory, Section 2, the
History of Purgatory, chapters 8–10 [St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1986], 288–306
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Preaching ghosts
The essential question: What do the ghosts preach?
In our day, at least from the stories I’ve heard, the ghosts are not preaching purgatory. Their false teaching
has a different flavor.
Some preach that there is light and peace for everyone after death, denying the truth of the Lord’s judgment.
Some demand action to right a wrong, denying the reconciliation work of Jesus on the cross. Some preach
despair, telling the living that they have been abandoned by God, denying the promise of Jesus to forgive all
our sins and carry us through life and death to eternal life with Him.
In all these ways, the ghosts bring a doctrine of demons and show themselves to be spirits of darkness and
deception. We trust in Christ. We believe in His Word. We live in the confidence that the Light has come into
the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.
And we are not afraid of the ghost, of the demons, of the devil. We resist him, and he flees (James 4:7). He is
overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the Word of God (Rev. 12:11).
If someone has a ghost story, we don’t necessarily deny that they might have seen something fantastic or
heard something difficult to explain, but we listen to what the ghost says, and we recognize the voice of the
devil, tempting us away from the Word of God. We have a better story, the history of the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus, the confidence that sinners can be made right with God, have been made right with
God, and that through the work of our Savior and Lord and friend, Jesus Christ, we have been saved.

About The Author
The Rev. Bryan Wolfmueller serves St. Paul Lutheran Church and Jesus Lutheran Church of the Deaf in Austin, Texas. He is cohost of
“Table Talk Radio” and the author of several books including, And Take They Our Life.
Wolfmeuller Bryan, (2022, March 30). Myth Busting Ghost Stories . The Lutheran Witness-Articles. https://witness.lcms.org/2022/myth-busting-ghoststories/
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Life Quotes for October
October 2 “It is easy to look at others in the world and label them as enemies, especially when they have
different political, religious, or ethical beliefs than we do. But, when God looks at those individuals, He wants
them to belong to His family, too. A fruit of faith can be to show other individuals, made in God’s image, that
they, too, are chosen!” Marie K. MacPherson, author – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org
October 9 “Moved by the Holy Spirit, may we help each other carry the crosses we face together. May we
work to eliminate suffering together. And may we find healing, belonging, peace, and joy, together in the
cross of Christ!” Michelle Bauman, director of Y4Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org
October 16 “By God’s grace, and with His help, may we bear good fruit and make God-pleasing choices that
glorify God who chose to create us and save us!” Rev. Craig Michaelson, Faith Community Lutheran Church,
Las Vegas, Nevada – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org
October 23 “We may think our prayers are small in relation to the magnitude of the problem of abortion. Not
so! … Educate yourself, your children, and the people you know about Lutherans For Life … Support leaders
who embrace these words, ‘All men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.’ … We have the most
hopeful message the world has ever heard. You know it. God does big things with small stuff. How can we be
so sure? Shiphrah and Puah, Jochebed, Miriam, and Moses … and especially Jesus.” Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing,
Concordia University, St. Paul, Minnesota – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org
October 30 “While we are on this side of eternity, the chance to serve and love our country and our neighbor
and our community is as depthless as the Lord’s love for us. Engaging is a good, right, and humbling call.”
Timothy S. Goeglein, vice president of government and external relations at Focus on the Family in Washington, D.C. – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org
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Announcements
October is Pastor Appreciation Month
October 9th is Pastor appreciation Sunday

October—December 2022
Portals of Prayer Now Available
The October—December 2022 Portals of Prayer daily devotions are now
available. Copies can be found at the back of the sanctuary by the double
doors, or on the resource area table. Also available is the Today’s Light daily

October 2022
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Outreach Movie Matinee Series
The Outreach movie matinee “2000 years of Christianity” continues in October with the next 4 episodes, with two episodes
being shown ate each matinee.
October 9th at 2 p.m. – Episodes 5 & 6
October 23rd at 2 p.m. – Episodes 7 & 8
As always, a concession stand will be available to obtain snacks
and drinks.
About the series . . . For more than 2000 years, the life of Christ
has inspired individual people, societies and government officials all over the world. This extraordinary 12part series examines the powerful spiritual, intellectual and political impact of that most exemplary person’s
teachings and message throughout the centuries. From the precarious roots of the primitive Church in Palestine and Asia Minor, through the triumphant Christianization of the Roman Empire and Europe to the turbulent years of the Reformation, the Enlightenment and the modern crisis of faith in the West, this documentary leaves no stone unturned in its quest to discover the trans-historical essence of this uniquely beloved
faith. How did a despised religion of outcasts and slaves conquer the heart of the most powerful empire the
world has ever known? How did Christianity recover from the horrifying effects of great crises like the Black
Plague, the 17th century wars of religion and the massacres of World War Two? Perhaps most important of
all: how can Jesus’ words and deeds help us to confront the uncertainties of the 21st century and beyond?
Enlisting the aid of world-renowned scholars, thinkers and artists like Marvin Entholt, Matthias Unterburg
and Werner Herzog, each episode of 2000 Years of Christianity delves into complex historical problems and
produces startling answers that are sure to interest believers and skeptics alike!"

Our Shepherd Book Fairy
Do you love books? Would you like to help put books into the hands of beginning
readers? Mrs. Leigh Wojkowski, kindergarten teacher at Our Shepherd Lutheran
School, is looking for some book fairies for her 2022-2023 kindergarten class.
With each donation of $20, every kindergarten student will receive a new book to
read and share with their family.
If you are interested in being a book fairy, please contact
Leigh Wojkowski via email at
lwojkowski@oslpainesville.org or drop off your donation
(cash preferred or checks to OSLS) to the school office in an
envelope marked “Book Fairy” with your name and address. A receipt and thank you from the class will be mailed
to you. Thank you for your generosity and support.

Page 9

The Disciple’s Connection

October 2022

Updated Congregation Members Directory
Thank you to everyone who has returned their updated forms. If you have not
please return it by October 16. The new directory will be in your mailbox the following week.

LWML Weekend 2022
LWML Weekend will be held on October 1&2. The theme is “For Us and With Us”
based on Romans 8:31-39. We will also have a traditional (LET’S GET NOISY) mite gathering to support the 13 grants of the LWML Ohio District and the 28 grants of the national LWML. To learn more about these grants please check http://lwmlohio.org
under the “Our Mites at Work” tab.

Have you feeding your mite box?
Our mite giving for the month of September was $43.40.
To God be the Glory!
Did you know the LWML Ohio District will be funding 13 grants this biennium
(2022-2024)? Read about them at http://lwmlohio.org and then prayerfully
consider feeding your hungry mite box. Ohio District Convention.

Page 10

The Disciple’s Connection

October 2022

September Meeting Notes
1)

Pastor's Report: Pastor reported making 15 calls, 2 shut-in and 1 hospital visits. He will be attending
Pastors' Conference in Columbus Oct. 10-12 and that Dr. Dean Wenthe, Pres Emeritus of Ft. Wayne Seminary will be featured speaker. He will also be at Circuit Forum at Zion Sept. 8 to elect Circuit Pastor, Lay
Delegate & Alternates to Synod Convention in Milwaukee, July 29-Aug. 3, 2023. Pastor reported that
Thursday's' virtual Bible study has resumed, and announced Zion's Men Retreat in Madison Oct. 28-29
open to all men.
2) President's Report: Eric commended and thanked Pastor for his remarks and invitation for members to
attend the many Bible studies being offered in September's newsletter. Also, he mentioned his concern
over our continuing budget shortage.
3) Treasurer's Report: Russ reported that our cash situation is down $13,800 from last year, contributions
for fiscal YTD are down $2500, fiscal YTD expenses are down $995. He is concerned about the expected
higher utility costs due to large rate increases.
4) Education Report: Erin reported summer Sunday school and Bible study attendance was steady around
15. Rally Day will kick off the fall schedule on Sept. 11(thanks to the Chaffe's for providing cookies/
donuts) and that Jack Lelle will fill-in teaching the High School class when Eric West is unavailable. This
year's theme is "We are the Church" with emphasis on Colossians #:17.
5) Preschool report: Star reported enrollment this year is 36, all rooms were cleaned, fire inspection completed (AED pads need replacing). She extended a big thank you for the support of the donation board,
will work with Outreach Board on communication between Preschool and church on events, and that
the Popcorn fundraiser will begin late Sept/early Oct.
6) Elders Report: Dale reported continue to monitor COVID cases in the area, and to review membership
protocols.
7) Stewardship Report: Ken is still receiving Time/Talent surveys and will make a spreadsheet of areas
members have volunteered to help.
8) Financial Secretary: Jenn reported a few months still need help with collection counters.
9) Outreach Report: Kristi reported backpacks will be handed out to kids when Preschool opens, Movie
Matinee will resume bi-weekly Sept. 11 thru Nov. 20 showing the series "2000 Years of Christianity",
Trunk-or-Treat will be Oct. 16(2-4pm). She also reported the Fire Dept. meal and the Door Tag distribution will be early 2023.
10) Building & Grounds Report: Craig reported replacing several light bulbs in classrooms, kid's drinking
fountain needs more work, AED pads are ordered, no news on parsonage fence, fire inspector said there
is no GFI outlet in the kitchen, and when replacing an outlet in 3rd grade classroom he found no outlets
have ground wires, and he has purchased trim for outside front stained glass windows that need to be
painted before installing.
11) Contribution Secretary Report: Dennis reported that contributions thru 35 weeks are down $8,400(6.4%)
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES continued
OLD BUSINESS:
1) Dennis asked if By-Law changes were sent to District--will be shortly.
2) Eric suggested an active motions list be made when asked if disaster response group had met recently,
as well as other ongoing concerns that may get forgotten over time.
NEW BUSINES:
1) Circuit Forum: Pastor brought up the need to have a delegate nominated from St. Paul's and attend the
Forum. Dennis Concoby volunteered. Eric made motion to accept Dennis as our Lay person. Kristi 2nd.
Motion passed.
2) Peggy McConnell has requested her hours as church secretary be reduced from 9-2 to 9-12 Mon-Fri.
Craig made motion to grant Peggy's request. Jenn 2nd. Motion passed.
3) Semi-Annual Meeting tentatively set for Nov. 20 after Sunday service.
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, October 5, @ 6:30pm.

From the Preschool
We’re Wild About Preschool!!
Thank You For Supporting
St. Paul’s Preschool
We thank you for your support. It was a huge success. The preschool
received all the supplies we needed to have a successful start to the
year.

Annual Popcorn Sale
The annual Preschool popcorn sale will be held October 3rd-17th. Keep
watch for the order forms.
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October Birthdays
Paul Sundbom
Judith Kerver
Eleanor Fischbach
Claire Hines
Erin Cardina
Pavel Lindrose
Eric West
Cheryl Dewit

October Anniversaries
Eric & Debbi Davis
Kevin & Diana Kiel
Ed & Kelly Hines
Rory & Laurie Srebernak
John & Rosemary Galada
Don & Suzanne Luther

27 years on Oct 14
27 years on Oct 15
17 years on Oct 15
18 years on Oct 15
42 years on Oct 17
17 years on Oct 20

2nd
9th
12th
18th
20th
23rd
25th
27th
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Those Who Serve: October 2022
ELDERS:

COUNTERS:

6:00 P

Saturday

Aaron Lindrose

9:30 A

Sunday

Jeff Troutman

Tom Cardina

LECTORS:

GREETERS:

10-01-22

6:00 P

Saturday

Pastor Sundbom

6:00 P

Saturday

10-02-22

9:30 A

Sunday

Craig McConnell

9:30 A

Sunday

10-08-22

6:00 P

Saturday

Dave Murphy

10-09-22

9:30 A

Sunday

Ken Chafee

10-15-22

6:00 P

Saturday

Pastor Sundbom

10-16-22

9:30 A

Sunday

Eric West

10-22-22

6:00 P

Saturday

Dave Murphy

10-23-22

9:30 A

Sunday

Jenn Drake

10-29-22

6:00 P

Saturday

Dale Kerver

10-30-22

9:30 A

Sunday

Terry Wakelee

Sign up in March to greet
your fellow disciples.
Sign-up sheet located an the
double doors at the back of the
Sanctuary.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and Preschool
250 Bowhall Road Painesville, OH 44077
(440)354-3000 ǀ www.splcpainesville.org ǀ office@splcpainesville.org

Staff

Worship Services

St. Paul’s Preschool

Paul D. Sundbom, Pastor
Marlyss Sekki, Director of Music
Matthew Chafee, Organist
Peggy McDonnell, Admin Assistant

Saturday 6:00pm
Sunday 9:30am

Amy Marizek, Director
preschool@splcpainesville.org
www.stpaulspainesville.com

Sunday Bible Study
Adult 8:30am & 10:45am
Children 10:45am

Also Supporting
250 Bowhall Road
Painesville, OH 44077
440-354-3000

508 Mentor Avenue
Painesville, OH 44077
440-357-7778

October 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturdays - 6:00pm
Sundays - 9:30am
Sunday School - 10:45am
Adult Bible Study—8:30am & 10:45am

COMMUNION
SERVICE

2

3
LWML
Noisy
Mite
Weekend

9

16

Bulletin
Announcements
Due Wednesdays

5

6

Preschool-Chapel
with Pastor

6:30 pm Council
Meeting

9:30 am Preschool
Picnic

10

11

12

13

Professional Church
Workers
Conference

Preschool Morley
Library Visit

6:30 pm Elder’s
Meeting

7 pm Virtual Bible
Study

8

14

15

17

18

21

22

28

29

Elders/Men’s
Retreat

Elders/Men’s
Retreat

7 pm Choir Practice 6:30 pm Women’s
Bible Study
Professional Church
Workers
Professional Church
Conference
Workers
Conference

19

20
Preschool Picture
Day

6 pm Outreach
Meeting

Trunk-or-Treat
2-4 pm

7 pm Virtual Bible
Study

24

25

26

27

7 pm Choir Practice 6:30 Women’s Bible 7 pm Virtual Bible
Study
Study

30

7

7 pm Virtual Bible
Study

7 pm Choir Practice

23

9:00am-2:00pm

4
7 pm Choir Practice

LWML
Noisy
Mite
Weekend

7 pmOffice
VirtualHours
Bible
Study
Monday-Friday

31

